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On the Cover 


Meet Kasey Morales, 
age 10. Kasey loves 


Celebrating Girls, Yesterday and Today 


the outdoors. Two 
years ago she went to 
Yosemite National 
Park with all of her 
cousins and stayed in 
a cabin. “One day we 


Welcome to played bingo,” she 
Camp AG 


Camp crafts, recipes, 


says, “and the winner 
got to push everyone 
else into the lake— 

with their clothes on 


songs, and more! 
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Letters from You 
i a, 


Wild Web <\ ~ 


Thank you for putting Web 
sites in the March/April issue. 
When my friend and I went 
online, we really had fun! 

My favorite site was the roller 
coaster one because it felt just 
like riding one. It would be 
really cool if you included Web 
sites every time! 


Lorrin Fekarske :-) 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


| Think | Can! 
I’m really glad that you had 
the story “Facing Bonnie Lou” 
in the March/April issue. It 
showed me that all bullies 
have soft spots, and you can 
stand up to them if you believe 
you can! 


Anna Hobbs :-) 


Age 10, California 


Girl Power! 

I liked “Getting Her Kicks” in 
March/April. I love karate, and 
it’s great because it shows that 
girls have major power! 


Kaylin Asan 


Age 12, New Jersey 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Crafty Idea Ko 


I loved your bracelet craft in the 


March/April issue! I made some 
bracelets with alphabet beads, 
so they would be personalized. 
It works really well, and you can 
a ye beads anywhere! 


Nicoke. 14, Indiana le a 


Great idea! For even more ways to 
create braided jewelry, check out 
Hemp Bracelets by Anne Akers 
Johnson, published by Klutz, Inc. 


Poem of Praise 
American Girl is great 
For another issue I cannot wait 
Because of all the fun things 
To do and make! 


Mary Fower :-) 
Age 12, West Virginia 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGir! 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
readermail@ag.pleasantco.com if you 
have online access. No matter how 
you write us, be sure to include your 
name and birth date. We can’t use 
every letter we receive, but we read 
and learn from each one. 


illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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Buzzword 
American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


mellifluous 


How to Say it: meh-LiH-floo-us 


What it means: sweetly flowing 
(usually used to describe a sound) 


Where it comes from: Mellifluous is a 
honey of a buzzword! It comes from 
two Latin words—mel, or “honey,” 
and fluere, which means “to flow.” 


One way to use it: “After the talent 
show, everyone complimented Zoe 
on her mellifluous voice.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. 
Can you find it? 


nsExpress 


Elephant Heaven 


They say elephants never forget. If that’s true, then Meriel Riddle, 
9, and her sister Tatiana, 8, have ten lifelong friends! The girls and 
their family live and work on an elephant preserve in Arkansas. 

In the summer and on weekends, Meriel and Tatiana help care 
for the hefty herd. Twice a day, they haul big buckets of hay, grain, 
apples, and carrots out to the barn. At bath time, Meriel and 
Tatiana help hose down the elephants, who lower their heads so 
the girls can wash their faces. 

The elephants come from zoos and circuses where they’re no 
longer wanted. Without ee 
the preserve, some of 
them might have been 
penned up, chained, 
or even killed. 

At the preserve, the 
elephants roam freely. 
“They like to play and 
throw mud on each 
other,” says Meriel. 
“They’re happy here!” 
The girls pose with Betty Boop 


and Mary. Go to www.hendrix. 
edu/elephant to learn more! 
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Friendship File 


“Sorry” starts in the heart. 


Tail Tale 

“One day my friend Emily Rolando 
and I had a fight. All of a sudden 
she said, ‘Hey, do you want to play 
Pin the Tail on the Donkey?’ That 
sure made me laugh! Now that’s 
what we always say whenever we 
start to fight.” 


Emily Studenmund 


Age 10, Illinois 


Mini Quiz 
If you’re mad at a friend, you— 
A. ignore her until she apologizes. 


b. Say you’re sorry even if you aren’t. 


C. write her a nice note. 


d. wait until you’ve both cooled 
down—then talk things out. 


Both c and d are good choices. 
Ignoring your pal will only hurt her. 
And never apologize unless you 
mean it—you’ll just stay mad! 


Fill Our Friendship File 


What’s great about dear old friends? 
What’s fun about new ones? Send 


your letters to the address on page 2. 


Bugs & Kisses 


Elizabeth and Rachel Morejon know that get- 
ting scraped up is no fun. So they created 
jean bandages to help kids heal with a smile! 

| | The New York sisters were among 25,000 kids 
~ to enter Curad’s Design Your Own Bandage 


Rachel (left) and Elizabeth Contest. Elizabeth, 13, won the grand prize, 
Rachel, 14, was one of five first-place winners, As ( 


part of their prize, the girls’ designs 
were made into real bandages, 

available in stores this summer. ¢ heart. 
Elizabeth and Rachel hope kids 


feel better after wearing their cheery 


u 
Elizabeth's dosign wilt steal yo 


bandages. “I’d wear them even if I 
( 


didn’t have any scrapes!” says Rachel. —_ Rachel's bug bandage won't bite: 


Go to www.toytips.com to enter next year’s contest. Deadline: December 44, 1099. 


Contest Corral 


We’ve rounded up more cool contests you can enter, Good luck! 


Use Your Noodle 


What to do: Explain in words or pictures 
why you love macaroni and cheese 


Wateroslors 

What to do: Draw a poster showing 

the importance of marine life 

Prize: A trip to the Varibbean! 

How to enter: Go to Ocean Pala at www. 
BeneathTheSea.org/opals for more info. 


Prize: Your photo printed on 1 million 
boxes of Kraft Macaroni & Cheese! 


How to enter: Call 1-888-315-6005 


Write Away 


What to do: Write and illustrate an What to do: Copy a paragraph in your 


original story 
Prize: Your book gets published! 


How to enter: Go online to www. 
landmarkeditions.com for details. 


best cursive handwriting 
Prize: A $50 savings bond 


How to enter: Call Peterson Directed 
Handwriting at 1-800-541-6328. 
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GirkExpress 


Happy Tappers 


skills to entertain older people. So 
she contacted a nursing home in her 
Washington town and asked if she 
and a friend could put on a show. 
That was the start of Tappin’ Tunes, a group Joy formed with ten 


Five Ways 
to Volunteer 


1. Be acounselor at a 
day camp for younger kids. 


2. Clean up a playground 
with your friends. 


3. Tend a garden for an 
elderly neighbor. 


4. Organize a bake sale 
or backyard fundraiser for 
a charity. 


5. Offer to help out ata 
public library. 


To find more places that 
need volunteers, ask your 
parents to call 1-800- 
VOLUNTEER. 


Three years ago, Joy Grayson, 13, 
knew she wanted to help others— 
but at first, she wasn’t sure how. 
‘The answer was right at her feet! 
She decided to use her tap-dancing 


Joy and her tapping friends 


friends from tap class. After each show comes 
Hug Time, when the kids talk to the nursing 
home residents. “It’s my favorite part of the 
show,” says Joy. “These people are like grand- 
pas and grandmas to me.” 

Joy has so much fun volunteering that she 
hopes other kids will try it, too. “Everyone has 
a gift,” she says. “Look for your gift. Then give 
it away!” 


Annie Keat lives in one 
of the nursing homes 
Tappin’ Tunes visits. 
She was once a tap 
dancer. “I always look 
for her first,” says Joy. 


evs 


ona 
Your answers: 


In our March/April issue, we asked 
if you would rather stay the age you 
| are now or be an adult. Here’s your 


| 
lowdown on growing up: { 
| Kid: 578 | 

Adult: 225 | 


| “Having a career looks like fun!” 

says Candace McBride, 11, of New 
Jersey. But Adriana Campoy, 9, of 
California sums up how most of you | 
feel: “I like being young and free!” 


Next question: 

Which of these famous girls would 
you most like to have for a friend? 
Circle one answer. 


a a 
h pro 7 


= 


peter Tangen/ABC 
Chris Cole/Duomo 
— 


Mary Kate oF Tara Lipinski 


Ashley Olsen 


Arnold Turner 


Fox 


Brandy 


Lisa Simpson 


Tell us why you answered as you 
did. Is there another famous girl 
you’d rather choose? 
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i Love Books 


In the chair by my bed 
tall mountains I’ve scaled 
In the pages I’ve read 

seven oceans I’ve sailed. 


Stories in pages 
picture it well 
Mystical fables 
only books can tell. 


Age Ee Florida 


See pages 40-41 for fun book reviews! 


Sara Cae ee =a 
, Help Wanted! | 
We're getting ready to build areal | 
| time capsule to tell girls of the 
\ future about the things that are 
x important to girls today. What item 
-~2 would you put in it? A poster of 
=! your favorite musical group? A pair 
aS ) of extra-extra-wide-leg jeans? A 
= CD-ROM game? A teddy bear? 


Send a description, drawing, or 
& | photo of your item to the address 
& {| on page 2. We'll make the time 
| Capsule and show it in our 
S , January/February 2000 issue. 


de 


| 
Ce ee 


Mo ee ees, gee es at 
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CirkExpress 


My beach towel has 
fireworks on it! 


Sonford. & 


Age 8, California 


I think tigers _ 
are cute! — 


Leonor Silva 


Age 11, Florida 


. My towel has sunscreen 

in the ketchup bottle. 

| Roaixyy DGtoon 
Age 12, Indiana 


I love fruit, so | added 
_ a juice bar to my towel. 
£4.50 


Age 12, Arizona 


Age 13, Texas 


I'd play games on my towel 
- when | get out of the polls. 
na ae 


ie Man mot 


Age 9, Indiana 


A 
' 
= 


My beach towel and bag, 
look like my dog Bradley. 


feo Ke 6 z) 
‘e 12, California 


My beach towel has » 
Popsicles on it! 


Caitlin Duffy 


. Age 9, New York 
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Heart to Heart 


Winning and Losin 


Are you a sore loser? A bragging 
winner? How can you act like a 
good sport when you lose—or win? 


One time when 


won a game, a 
girl on the losing team started 
to cry. She was screaming 
and stomping her feet! It 
made me realize how terrible 
it looks when someone acts 
like a sore loser. 


If you're going 
to play sports 
you should act 
like a winner 
even if you lose. 


Age 9, California 


Whenever I lose 


I try not to make 
excuses, like 


saying I was tired or that the 
other person cheated. If you 
think a game was unfair, don’t 
have a fit—ask for a rematch! 


Stephanie Swoney 


Age 12, Missouri 


AMERICAN GIRL 


I make sure to 
congratulate the 
winner when I 


lose. That makes me feel like 
a winner, too. You don’t need 
to Ls in first to be nice! 


Che 10, ee 


In my family, 
when we play a 


board game it’s 
the winner’s job to put it away 


so the loser doesn’t feel as bad. 


Protas Holorokts 


Age 12, North Carolina 


I’m a swimmer 
and I race a lot. 
When I don’t win 
I remind myself that if I won 
every race, winning wouldn’t 
be special. 

Cottina lSaQeRo 


Age 10, Colorado 


Winning isn’t the 
important thing. 
What's important 


is having fun and trying your 
hardest. Losing isn’t that 
bad, and it gives me a goal 
to achieve. | just think about 
trying to win next time, and 
practice, practice, practice! 


Sowner Stein 


Age 12, Pennsylvania 


My soccer team 
won every game 
last year, Now 
I’m on anew team and we've 
lost every game, I've learned 
that you can’t always be 


on a winning 
team, but 
you can 
always have 7 
fun playing 
the game. 


JWlanne Benvie 


Age 8, Massachusetts 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


The first time 
I played Spades 


with my younger 
sister, she lost and wasn’t 
having fun. I taught her some 
secrets to the 


game. Now 
it's more ofa | 
challenge to 
play her and we 
both have fun. 


Lick Hoy? 


Age 11, Florida 


We played bas- 
ketball in gym 
and the other 
team won by 12 points. They 


yelled, “We won, we won!” To 
cheer ourselves up, my team 
yelled, “We lost, we lost!” as a 
joke. It worked! 


Melly Saunders 


Age 9, Louisiana 


Every time I lose, 
I ask myself these 


questions: Did 

I try my hardest? Did I support 
my teammates? Was I a good 
sport? If I answer yes to all 
three questions, I consider 
myself a winner! 


Jordan Youn 


Age 11, Tennessee 


My all-star soft- 
ball team beat our 


biggest rivals, 
and they were very nice. They 
even clapped when we were 
awarded our championship 
pins. I give them a lot of credit 
for being such good sports! 


Age 11, Pennsylvania 


I was in chess 
club, and I lost 
every game but 


one. I kept trying and never got 
angry when I lost. A year later 

we played chess in class and I 

won! My point is, don’t get mad 
if you don’t win 
a game. Keep “Yl 2 
trying—you “Wi 
never know what 


might happen! 


© 


‘Age 13, South Carolina 


After gym, my 
friend and I laugh 
at our goof-ups 


instead of being bad sports and 
crying about them. Then we 
analyze what we should do to 
improve our skills. 


anita g ( 


Age 10, New York 


“Speak from 


It can be hard not 
to be a bad sport. 


|=) It’s frustrating 
when you tried really hard but 
someone else won. But what- 
ever happens during a game, a 
good sport ends it with a smile. 


Marlea Davis 


Age 13, Minnesota 


—_—— 
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Your Heart 


Next subject: Best friends. Tell us 
what you think about having a best 
friend. Is it better to have one best 
friend or a group of good friends? 
Why? Can you have more than one 
best friend? Are there any draw- 
backs to having a best friend? 
Send answers, name, birth date, 
and school photo to: AmericanGitl 
8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, 
WI 53562. While we can print 

only about a dozen letters in each 
Heart to Heart, we read and learn 
from every one! 


Deadline: August 7, 1999. Some 


answers will appear in the 
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Amelia's Notebook 


favo oa | - 


summer 
stuff 


: ¢£ re — 
*  “AAzy tazy sumne™ 


Hooray! \+'s summer, SUMMER, = 
A Finally get to do all the great summer stuff |'ye 


| duly | 


ice cream 
from +he 


ice~cream 
truck 


— been waiting for all year! 
ee anes ee Mp 


ata nie wept =rercret 7 a 
walking arow" 
barefoot *”. 
feeling gros : 


woking lanyards — 
between 


etwe | \ony are key Chains, 
mY toes 


fe Swimming — VN get to A 
really work on my diving a 
a \anyar® braceles. nauiantaelisant ktinichhtcewttneteinnenceavet al 
j iene ene k Marks, 
\anyard RY THe | = 
seem 
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building % 


treehouse 
C) 
@ 
hikes, which means 
i cae dusty Shoes — 
OY (xB I 
un- favo rite. 
sumer sto July 25 
L 


nue gouble gat / 
Practietng 
with Cor ly 


‘atevestin 
| never knew having fun could be so exhausting! 


Contoctin 


Rohini "OW 


sclence 
2*Ppermments 
20 wot ERX!) 
After hi king, swimming, tie-dyeing, and candle- making today, 
Mere J = was too tired even to read a comic book, And it's been 
b 7 ; 
CS) ve? Ree : . . 
me ene Sa like this for wee ks! Maybe \'n trying to cram 
\es e:- 
4 e 
atk Mo 
“atta x 


too much into summer. 


eed knees - ouch! That Mercucochrome stings / 


= 


4g bark. | felt my hair tickling my cheek and the warm sun licking 


& 


August | es 
\ went +o the pool ao Cl in the morning, but 
after that | decided to TAKE A BREAK. \ needed 
o vacation from all this vacation. So this afternoon 

| planned to do ¢ AL SOLU ) MG 


When | got home, | wabtibe myself a snack of summery 


watermelon and summery lemonade and lay down ih 
the hammock tn the backyard. 


| was going to read, but | just lay there and watched the 
leaves flutter in the breeze. | listened to birds trill and dogs 


between my tes. | breathed in the green afternoon alr and en 
smelled dried grass and soft, baked dirt. If could put To. 
all ina bottle and carry it with me, | could have August. 


whenever | wanted. | felt summer right down te my tees. 


It was wonderful. * _ os 


o,,. 
“ed grass and dandelions ‘a 


sti 
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Cooking 


Fr uity Freeze Snowballs Flurry Float ice cream. Slowly pour 


into cup until it 


Try a tropical treat. Place a Make sweets that melt in This pop tastes grape! 

in the center of your mouth! Carefully slide Scoop into _‘S almost full. Cover top of 
a Carefully a through a filling cup with poking end of 
insert a Place cup about ¥ full. Press ice Stick through foil. Freeze 
through the pineapple and skewer on a cream firmly into bottom. until firm. 
strawberry. Place pineapple and freeze until firm. Drizzle Insert a into 
pop flat on a tops of marshmallows with 


Freeze until firm. Drizzle 
with Add and 
and let harden. let topping harden. 


rT 


Tip: To remove a frozen pop 
from a cup, run warm water 
over the outside of the cup 

for a second or two. 


Photos: Mike Walker Styling: Bonnie Rabert, Gail Rogoznica-McKernin 


Make chilly treats you'll love to lick. 
Food is fun when it’s on a stick! 


Chilly Vanilly 
Enjoy a berry tasty bar. : 
Cover the bottoms of tv 
with 
(raspberries and 
blueberries work well). Set 
aside. Scoop 


into a 
Stir in % cup berries. 
Add 


and stir. Carefully 
scoop mixture into paper 
cups, covering berries on 
bottom. Insert a 
into each cup. Freeze 
until firm. 


Polar Pops 
Make this snack in a snap! 
Cut a 

or other snack cake into 
equal pieces. Gently poke 
a through 
pieces. Freeze on a 

until firm. 


Peanut Brrrr 


Try a cool combo. Spread 


up the inside of a 


Fill cup 
with Insert 
a Cover top 
of cup with poking end of 


stick through foil. Freeze until 
firm. Remove cup. Drizzle 
with 

and let harden. x 


imal 


©) Check ovt wwwaicecreamusa.com to create you own virtval ice cream cone and e-mail it to a friend! 


oe 


The Santa Clara Aquamaids are going down the 
drain! But that’s a good thing when you're a mem- 
ber of one of the top synchronized swimming 
teams in the country. In this graceful sport, “down 
the drain” is a complicated move that starts out in 
a floating star shape. To sink down all together, 
the girls must arch their backs and pull their legs 
and arms together at exactly the same time. 

The Aquamaids make every move look effort- 
less, but don’t be fooled. “At first, I thought 
synchronized swimming was going to be easy,” 
says Bianca Johnson, 11. “Then I tried it, and found 
outit’s really hard!” The sport requires strength, 
we xibility, grace, and, above all, teamwork. But for 
1 the resto the Aquamaids, it ’s worth it. 

Someda 9 to the she says. 
It’s a dream many of her teammates share. 
How do synchroniz immers learn and 
perform their beautiful rou ines? Turn the page “ie 

to find out these California girls’ secrets—and “a 
discover some synchro moves you can try! 


a 


| ‘Get a behind-the-bubbles look at a 
‘ top-level synchronized swim team! 


—_ 
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Perfect Practice 


Each practice starts out with deck exercises. 
Girls do jumping jacks, crunches, lunges, and 
lots of stretches, including three kinds of splits! 
The team practices four days a week, all year 
long, even when it’s raining or chilly—as low as 
40 degrees. The only weather that can get the 
Aquamaids away from the pool is lightning, 
which is especially dangerous to swimmers. 


When they’re learning a new routine, girls practice 
out of the water first. Called land drilling, this helps 
the team learn positions and how the moves fit with 
the music. Since many moves can’t be performed 
out of water, girls learn a code to help remember 
which move comes next. For example, snapping 
fingers with both hands means that a somersault is 
performed at that point in the routine. 


Photos: Paul Bloom Illustrations: Geri Bourget 


Ballet leg laps help build endurance. “Ballet leg is 
really hard at first,” says Fiona Lundie, age 12. 
Girls extend one leg up and scull, or move their 
cupped hands back and forth, to stay afloat and 
move across the pool. It’s very tiring, but doubles 
laps are even harder. Explains Fiona, “That’s 
when both legs are upin the air!” 
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Whenever the Aquamaids compete or perform, 
they must put their hair in tight buns. To keep hair 
in place, a thick, syrupy mixture of unflavored 
gelatin and water is brushed on all around the bun. 
“When it dries, it turns hard as a rock,” says 
Bianca. “Then it takes two days to get it out!” 


Performance routines begin with a dance on deck, 
which must not last for more than ten seconds. 
Girls then gracefully jump into the pool, one ata 
time, in groups, or all together. Costumes are cho- 
sen to go along with the music ofa routine, and 
they can be very elaborate. “Sometimes you have 
sequins around your legs or your neck, and it gets 
really itchy,” says Liana Wildeboer, age 12. “It’s a 


good thing we just wear them for meets!” 


ie 


ey 


At competitions, synchronized swimmers are 
judged only on what can be seen from above the 
water. But the team must often dive down and then 


? cul rise in formation at the exact same time. How do 
~~ 
on they do it? Underwater speakers help the girls hear 
sce pai the music even better than they do on the surface. 
Mey 


“The dolphin chain is hard,” says Kori Amacker, 9. 
Each girl grips the head of the girl behind her with 
her feet while her hands propel the circle forward. 
Nose clips often get knocked off doing moves like 
this, so swimmers clip extras to their bathing suits. 


Make a Splash 


Try this routine with a friend! 
Practice on deck first. To 
stay on the beat, get some 
music. Here's a tip: Glance 
at each other out of the 
corners of your eyes to make 
sure your arms move the 
same way at the same time. 
Add more moves to the 
routine if you like. Don't 
forget to smile! 


HE Lift right arm over your 
head and lower down to 
side on beats 1 and 2. 


2 Repeat with left arm on 
beats 3 and 4. 


3 Dive forward on beat 5. 
Swim underwater for beats 
6 and 7. 


Al Come up to surface with 
hands up on beat 8. Ta-da! <x 


‘tubber and plastic helped swimsuits 
‘keep their shape. Many suits had 
thin spaghetti straps, and some 
stayed up with no straps at all! By 
the 1950s, girls’ and boys’ suits 

no longer looked alike. Girls wore 
pretty flower patterns and even 
animal prints. The ruffles on this suit 


give it an especially feminine flavor. 


Over the years, it’s gotten a lot simpler to go 


for a swim. Dive into the past to find out why. 


yB ush, courtesy of dELIA*s Additional credits on page 2. 


and, two-pieces 


the pool this summer, you'll see girls 
in suits with boy-cut bottoms—a 
bit like swimwear of the 
4920s. One new favorite 
= js a suit called a tankini, 
which has a bikini bottom 
and a tank top. = 
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You Yo, Girl! 


Learn tricks, see toys, and read tips from a champ. 


| The Sleeper 


ban 
wor 
«Q)) 
1 The sleeper is the first 2 Bring your hand straight 3 Flip your arm down, 4 Give the string a 
step in many yo-yo tricks. up to your shoulder as if releasing the yo-yo with slight tug to make the 
To begin, hold the yo-yo in you’re making a muscle. a flick of your wrist as yo-yo return to your hand. 
| your palm with the string soon as you begin the 
| facing up (not down into downward motion. Turn 
Fl your palm). your hand palm side down. 
. 


The yo-yo should spin at 


N Walk the Dog the bottom of the string. 


1 Throw a sleeper. 2 Slowly lower the 3 Let the yo-yo roll 4 Give the string a slight 
spinning yo-yo so that it forward a short distance. tug to make the yo-yo 


just touches the ground. Keep the string straight return to your hand. Don’t 

This trick works best on and tight between your worry if you can’t do it 

a hard, smooth floor. hand and the yo-yo. at first. Yo-yo tricks take 
tons of practice! 


by 


Yo-Yos for You 


Yo-yos come in lots of fun new 
designs. Pick one that’s just right 
for yo—er, you! 


9 OKA B UL SSoVp 
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When it comes to yo-yos, 
12-year-old Ashley Pacheco has 
definitely had more ups than 
downs. Last fall, she finished 
second in her skill level at the 
American Yo-Yo Association 
Championships—even though 
she’d been yo-yoing for less 
than a year! Ashley practices 
about an hour a day. Soon she 
plans to try out for one of the 
world’s best yo-yo teams. 


« To get the right length for 
your yo-yo string, measure from 
the floor to your belly button. 


oe sxom Holgate « Change your string often. 


A“, 


& « You’ve got to really practice 


to get the tricks! = 4 


Photos: James H. Young Illustrations: Megan Montague Cash See page 2 for product availability information. 


Promises, Promises 


Times are hard in Oklahoma. Will Carey run away and 


leave behind everyone she loves? 
c= 


by Erica D, Pratt 


Contest 


Winners 


Last November we 
invited you to write 
a short story using 
this sentence: 

“1 promise I'll never 
tell,” she whispered. 


More than 1,900 of 
you did! From all your 
entries we picked 
two winning stories. 


Illustrations: Cornelius Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu 
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anding a folded paper to her best 
friend, Carey Taylor said, “See, I told 
you it was true.” Running her fingers 


across the paper, Birdie gasped in 
amazement as she read: 


© 
a 


START WOR 
AWAY! 


600 workers a 
I needed for peaches i 


400.men 
needed for cotton 


Plenty of work 


“Where did you get it?” asked Birdie. 

“My brother, Billy Bob, found it nailed to a 
tree,” Carey answered, taking the handbill 
back. “Birdie, I want to tell you something,” 
she added as she carefully folded the handbill 
and put it back in her pocket. Looking Birdie 
straight in the eye, she said, “You have to 
promise not to tell anyone or hope to die.” She 
added, “I made Billy Bob promise, too.” 

Lifting up her right hand, Birdie said, “I, 
Birdie Mae Johnson, don’t hope to die. But...” 
Birdie lowered her arm. “I promise I'll never 
tell,” she whispered. “Now what is it?” 

Her face beaming, Carey leaned over to 
Birdie and whispered, “The Bentlows are 
leaving for California on Monday, and I’m 
going with them.” 

“California,” Birdie repeated. Her eyes 
widened. “You mean your ma and pa are 
going to let you go all by yourself?” she asked. 

“‘T’m not going to tell them,” Carey said. 


“That’s why you can’t tell. [know Pa would 
like to go, but with Ma expecting a new baby, 
Pa won't go.” She continued, “I'll be able to 
send plenty of money back to help Pa with the 
farm. When Ma and Pa see all that money 
they won’t be mad anymore.” 

Birdie said, “It won’t be the same with you 
gone. I won’t have a best friend anymore.” 

“T’ll write you every day,” Carey promised. 
With her arms outstretched and her eyes 
closed, Carey swirled around in lazy circles. 
She murmured in a dreamy voice, “California 
is the land of milk and honey, Birdie. They say 
no one ever goes hungry because there’s so 
much food. Just imagine rows and rows of big 
juicy apples, grapes bigger than gumdrops, 
and peaches so ripe they’re about to burst.” 

Looking at the wind-whipped ground, 
Birdie said, “I’d rather imagine a drink of 
water with no dirt in it!” 

“Birdie, do you always have to be so practi- 
cal?” said Carey with a sigh. 

“Yes,” Birdie answered. Both girls burst 
into giggles. 

They were interrupted by Miss Krall 
ringing the school bell. As they ran toward 
the schoolhouse, Birdie said, “Maybe that 
handbill is old and they don’t need workers 
anymore. Let’s ask Miss Krall what she thinks 
about it. We won't tell her that you are going.” 


fe. 
q 


iss Krall smoothed her skirt as 
Birdie talked. Then she said, “Well, 
I suppose at one time California did 


need thousands of workers. But 
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most of this town and many others besides 
have headed for California.” Looking as 
though she were thinking of someone in 
particular, she added sadly, “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if California doesn’t already have 
all the workers it'll ever need.” 

Birdie gave Carey a knowing look. “I don’t 


care,” Carey whispered defiantly. “I’m leaving 


for California Monday morning.” 
 e 


unday night Carey lay in bed with her 


clothes on. When she thought every- 
one was asleep, she eased out of bed 
and gathered her few belongings in 
the dark. Billy Bob rolled over in his bed 
and watched. 
“You really going, Carey?” he asked softly. 
It was too dark for Carey to see the lone tear 
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rolling down his cheek. “Ain’t you scared?” he 
asked when Carey didn’t answer. 

“A little,” Carey finally answered, closing 
her bag. She wanted to give Billy Bob a hug, 
but she didn’t trust herself. She had promised 
herself she wouldn’t cry. As she opened the 
door she whispered, “I’ll write you.” It took 
all of Carey’s willpower to hold back the tears 
as she closed the door softly behind her. 

“Bye, Carey,” Billy Bob sniffed at the 
closed door. 

Carey quietly crept to the front door and 
let herself out of the house. The porch swing 
creaked. “Pa,” was all Carey could say. 

Pa patted the swing beside him. “Ran into, 
Birdie’s pa at the blacksmith’s,” was all he said. 
The funny feeling that had been in Carey’s 
stomach was now stuck in her throat. Carey 
sat beside her pa and stared at the cracks in 
the plank below her feet. He put one arm 


me ; iy 


eS 


around Carey and pulled her close as he 
began to swing. 

“You know, Carey,” he said, “there would 
be no joy in your ma or old pa’s hearts if we 
weren’t all together.” He added with a sigh, 
“You know, California sounds mighty good. 
Come next year when the baby’s old enough 
to travel, we just might head west.” 

With excited eyes, Carey exclaimed, 
“Really, Pa?” 

“Really,” he answered. They sat looking 
at the western sky as they held each other 
and talked. 


el 

onday morning, Carey was so happy 
she could hardly eat her breakfast. 
She couldn’t believe she’d almost left 
her family, maybe forever! But thanks 
to Birdie, she was home. She kissed her ma 
and said, “Can I have a piece of ribbon?” 


Smiling, her ma said, “Of course.” 

Carey folded and unfolded the ribbon as she 
walked to school. Miss Krall rang the school 
bell as Carey sat down. Shooting a big smile at 
Carey, Miss Krall said, “Let’s begin our lesson.” 

Suddenly the door opened and Birdie came 
in, looking at the floor and wringing her hands 
as she walked. When Birdie sat down, Carey 
reached over and laid the ribbon on her desk. 

Birdie was so surprised and relieved that she 
couldn’t say anything for a minute. Then she 
stammered, “I thought you’d be mad I told.” 

Carey smiled. “Sometimes you may have to 
break a promise in order to be a true friend.” 

Birdie beamed. “Well, I promise never to 
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break another promise to you,” she said, “if you 
promise not to tell me the next time you decide 
to go and do something stupid like leaving 
home without tellin’ your ma and pa.” 
Raising her right arm, Carey giggled as she be 


eae 


said, “I promise.” X 


Meet the Author 


sx) When I wrote this story, it was 


interesting to make up the characters 
and put them in a real setting. I like 
writing because I can go anywhere in 


my imagination and take my readers 
to different places. 


Erica, age 12, lives in Oklahoma. 
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Contest Winners f a : 


her secret grove with — 


looked Wronall I held my breath. ae ‘ 
“Hello,” she called out, “is anyone there?” She 
stepped forward slowly and uneasily. I closed my 
eyes tightly and willed her to go away. 
“Who is it?” she asked. “Who's there?” She 

1 I loved to go there and make ; started slowly toward me. 
é ve was made up of five trees Q Oh, no, | thought, just go away! 

cl In the middle of the circle the | | “All right,” Grace said, more confidently, “I see 
5 overed with moss. I had just gotten. you. Come out.” I sighed and epee: came 


ni heard ilps on the a “Oh,no!” out of my hiding place. 
“Cara?” Grace looked surprised. T saw Sy in 


grove where no one cole seeme | | school today.” 


After a minute a girl came into view, whistling “IT know,” I mumbled, looking down at my ee 
as she walked. When she got c 1 suddenly -. Now Grace was uncomfortable. “Where do 
realized who she was. It was Grace, a a girl who you liv ! sked quietly. I pointed to my house 
had just started at our school that day. Get t f the hill. Grace’s face beialuen i 


I thought angrily. That's all I need! Grac shad 
‘i glasses and short blond hair. Nob 
é, wanted. anything to do with her Be Oe was 
ifferent from us. She was loud and was — and fica ote my etove: 
_ beautifull” she said excitedly. 


just sod 
| always trying to get BHignHOn, and she just stood , 


ea 
v 3 
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“It’s my grove,” I said. 

“Cool!” Grace grinned. “Can I look around?” 

I was alarmed. “Well, it’s sort of a secret place,” 
I said softly. “No one else knows it’s here.” 

“I promise I'll never tell,” she whispered. 

“Fine,” I said with a sigh, giving up. “Go 
ahead.” She hurried away to explore my grove, 
and I sat down on a stump. My grove wasn’t only 
mine anymore, and I didn’t like it at all. 

Grace came running back. “This is so cool,” 
she said. “I’m so glad I came down here today. I’m 
going to come here every day from now on!” 

“You are?” I was shocked. 

Grace looked at me with a puzzled expression. 
“Sure,” she said. 

Oh, brother! 


t was the same the next day. And the next. 

I couldn’t get away from Grace. At school 

she would wave to me at all the wrong times, 

causing my friends to tease me constantly. 
I couldn't go anywhere in my neighborhood with- 
out seeing Grace. And of course, every day she 
came to my grove. I tried to go to the grove when 
Grace was at her house, but it didn’t work. She 
would wait until I started down the path and then 
race after me shouting, “I thought you would 
never come!” 

I told my mom how aggravating Grace was, but 
she just told me that Grace needed a friend. “As if 
that’s ever going to happen,” I said to myself. 

“What did you say?” my mom asked. 

“Nothing,” I answered. 

About a week before my birthday, my best 
friend Marsha started acting very strangely. I 
called her after school on Monday to see if she 
could come over, but she told me that she had 
extra homework and didn’t have time. I wanted to 
ask how she got extra homework, but I didn’t. All 
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week she talked only with Krista, another girl in 
our class, and totally ignored me. 

On Friday I reminded Marsha about my birth- 
day party the next day. “What time is the party?” 
she asked. 

“One o’clock, at my house,” I answered. 

“T have plans then,” Marsha replied. “Sorry.” 
She turned around and hurried away. I just stood 
there, stunned. 


n Saturday, an hour before my 
party, Mom drove me into town to 
pick up the ice cream cake for my 
party. I looked at the list of flavors 
while Mom bought the cake. The ice cream shop 
was empty except for two girls at a table by the 


window. One of the girls was giggling. “Guess 


whose party is today?” she said. “Cara’s!” I 
turned toward them to hear better. The two girls 
were Marsha and Krista! 

“T didn’t get invited,” said Krista. 

“Don’t worry,” Marsha replied. “I would rather 
be with you than go to her party.” 

I walked up behind them. “Hi, Marsha,” I said 
loudly. Marsha turned and stared at me in shock. 
| glared at her angrily. Just then, a horn honked 
outside and I hurried to get into my mom’s car. 


y party wasn’t as fun as it was sup- 
posed to be, but that was probably 
because all I could think about was 
how mean Marsha had been to 


me. As soon as the party was over, I rushed down 
to my grove. When I got to the grove, Grace was 
standing there grinning at me! 

“Hi, Cara!” Grace called cheerfully. 

I stared down at my feet to hide my tears. Ofall 
the times I needed to be alone and think, this was 
probably the time I needed it the most. And of 
course, Grace would have to be there to spoil it. 

“Well, [heard it was your birthday today,” 
Grace continued, “so I got a gift for you.” She 
smiled as she held out a small silver package tied 
with a green ribbon. 

“A present?” I was confused. 

Grace smiled. “Open it,” she said excitedly. 

I untied the ribbon and ripped off the wrapping 
paper. Inside the little box was a tiny snow globe. 
The scene showed five trees in a small circle. 
Inside the circle the ground was green, as if it 
were covered with moss. 

“Do you like it?” Grace asked happily. 

“Yes,” I answered, staring at it. “Where did you 
get it?” 

“That’s my secret,” Grace replied, smiling at 
me. I smiled back at Grace for the first time. 
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“I’m sorry I didn’t invite you to my birthday 
party, Grace,” I said warmly. “I just got my 
friends mixed up.” X 


Meet the Author 


Laamna Moxley 


There are woods near my house, and 


I play in them a lot. I like to explore 
and look for interesting little places. 

I never met another girl in the woods, 
but I would like to! 


Leanna, age 12, lives in South Carolina. 


Honorable mentions go to: 


CLs. Jon Yegan ing Yalan te 


Gute, Belem GrOLU, WHEL 
e 12, New Hampshire Age 13, Whois 
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Kar. O'C-onnor— 
Age 13, Minnesota 
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You don’t have to 
leave home for a 
of camp 


Mark a trail in your backyard 
or at a park for your friends to 
follow. Use the code below to 
point the way! 


Three rocks in a row means 
“Go straight.” 


aw 
—_ 


Broken twigs pointing left or 
right means “Turn this way.” 


Sy 
> 


Sticks crossed in an X means 
“Go back—wrong way!” 


AMERICAN GIRL 


co AR Lg ila SM LL SN aE Seine Se 


uni: — aint 


ese 


Counselor, 
May I? 


Choose one player to be the 
Counselor. The rest are the 
campers. The campers stand 
along a starting line facing 
the Counselor. The Counselor 
gives each camper a com- 
mand, like “Take two squirrel 
steps” or “Paddle a canoe 
three steps.” The camper 
must ask “Counselor, may |?” 
before taking the steps. If 
she forgets, she returns to 
the starting line. The first one 
to reach the Counselor wins! 


Backpack and refolds the map, kisses 


the bear, and repacks the 


Relay pack. Then she runs back to 


Fill two backpacks with an her team and puts the pack on 
equal number of camping the next player. The first team 
items, such as a compass, to finish wins! 


flashlight, and soap. Put a 
map and a teddy bear in each 
pack. Line up two teams 
facing each other. On Go!, 
the first player from each 
team puts on her pack and 
runs to the other side. She 
unpacks her pack, unfolds 


Pack a Snack 


Ask each friend to bring one 
ingredient like mini pretzels, 
M&Ms, dried fruit, or animal 
crackers. Mix them together 
in aplastic bag. Wrap the mix 
in a bandanna and carry it with 
you on a hike! 
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eat 


AD Creek ovt the Web site http//eybercamp.wil.ecu for more camp Songs and snacks and even a cyber campfire! al 


Place a leaf or flower Tape one end of a 14-inch 


inside a phone book. Stack piece of twine or cord inside 
more books on top. Let sit the back cover. Thread the 
for a few days. free end through the top 
hole. Continue threading the 
Stack 3 sheets of twine through all the holes. 
4-by-6-inch paper between Tape the end inside the back 
i 2 sheets of colored paper cover. Tip: Wrap tape around 
_ the same size. Clip with the end of the twine to keep 
1 paper clips. Use a one-hole it from unraveling as you 
| punch to make holes down thread it through the holes. 
_ the left side. 
; Rub a glue stick on the 
~ : sy ) cover where you want to put 
Ny : ee the leaf or flower. Carefully 
‘a | , press the leaf onto the glue. 
> : Let dry. 
¥ | 
Make a swirlygig like the slightly so that it crosses the 
ones pictured on page 32 to first stick in the middle. Let 
hang in the breeze! Use 60 dry. Continue gluing sticks, 
colored craft sticks, avail- turning each one slightly in 
able at craft store, or paint the same direction to form 
plain sticks with acrylic a Spiral. Tie a 12-inch piece 
paint and let dry. Place a of cord to the last stick. 
dab of glue in the center of Glue it to the top of the 
one stick. Place a second stack. Let dry. 


stick on top, twisting it 


Campers get badges to show 
they’re good at swimming or 
rock climbing. Make a badge 
to show a pal she’s great at 
being a friend! Draw a 2%inch 
square on a piece of felt and 


To make the frame below, 
you’ll need a 5-inch square 

of colored paper, a 5-inch 
square of cardboard, scissors, 
tacky craft glue, four twigs— 
each about 5 inches long— 
twine, and a photo. 


Glue the colored paper 
onto the cardboard. Let dry. 


Wrap a piece of twine 
three times around the end 
of a twig. Tie a knot in the 
back. Trim the ends. Repeat 
for both ends of each twig. 


cut it out. Draw a design on 
different-colored felt and cut 
it out. Use fabric glue to 
attach the design to the 
square or circle. Glue the 
badge to a backpack or cap. 


This stationery will make you 
antsy to write letters! You'll 

need a pencil with an unused 
eraser. Press the eraser onto 
a brown stamp pad. Stamp 


three dots in a row onto a 

sheet of paper. Use a black 
pen to draw legs and antennae. 
Use other colored ink pads to 
make flowers. 


Glue the twigs to the 
cardboard as shown. Glue a 
photo to the center of the 
frame. Let dry. 


Tape a piece of twine to 
the back for a hanger. 


Branch out with other twig 
frames! You'll need four 5-inch 
twigs, four 4%-inch twigs, and 
four 3-inch twigs. Glue them 
to the cardboard as shown, 
starting with the longest 
twigs on the outside. Tape a 
twine hanger to the back. 
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Y Camp’s a bore without 
s’mores! Gather the 


Super 
S’m 


or Berry S’mores. Stack the 
filling on a graham cracker 


with the marshmallow on top. 


Place slightly off-center on a 
plate. With an adult’s help, 

| microwave on high 15 to 20 
seconds, until the marsh- 
mallow puffs up. Let cool 
before eating. 


| Apple — 

| S’mores 

= 2 cinnamon graham 
cracker squares 

= 2 caramels 

= 2 apple slices 

= 1 marshmallow 


16° 
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ingredients listed for Apple _ 


Snakes on Stakes 

= refrigerated bread stick 
dough in half. Wrap the dough 
around the hot dog. Pinch the 
edges closed. Push a skewer 
through the middle of the hot 
dog. Ask an adult to broil or 


Ne] Place a hot dog ona grill the hot dog on low heat ~ 
cutting board. Cut for 5 to 6 minutes, turning 

slits on both sides as shown, once. Let cool. To remove the 
leaving 1 inch in the center — skewer, hold on to the bread 


uncut. Cut one piece of and twist the skewer. 


S’mores 
a2 chocolate graham 
cracker squares — 
_ a1. strawberry, sliced 
= % chocolate candy bar 
i. a marshmallow 


Combine % cup green 
Gatorade and % cup 
ginger ale. Chill. Pour 

» into a canteen or thermos. 


> 


avo to tel] ou hea 
snr? the ler , ave Y from, 
wee 
= 
oe 


» fade g we 
od tee "og 


ne Time 

up your own mellifluous 
p song! Fill in the blanks 
e right to the tune of 

ne on the Range.” 


= 
ight Talk 
ave everyone sit in a circle 
the dark. The first girl 
es a flashlight under 
chin and begins a story 
ith this sentence: “It was 
bigail’s first night at Camp 
chy Bite.” When she has 
nished her part, she passes 
he flashlight to the next girl 
ind says, “Then . . .” The 
econd girl continues the 
story. Keep going around the 
le and finish the story! 


Oh, give mea 


noun 


Where the 


plural noun verb 


And the and the play 
noun 


noun 
Where seldom is heard 
A(n) word 
adjective 


And the are not 
plural noun adjective 


Instant Tent 


Throw an old sheet or 
blanket over a clothesline 
or a rope tied between two 
trees. Weigh down the 


edges with rocks. * 


Pen 
fH TIN is 
7 


SEE = g 


See 
SEZ 


>< 


= 
Stargazing 
Ready for some natural 

fireworks? Perseid, the 

biggest meteor shower of 

the year, occurs around 

August 12. Ask your parents’ 
permission to stay up and 

watch the northern sky 

between 10 p.m. and 12 a.m. 

If you’re lucky, you might see 

a meteor a minute! + 
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Do You Dare? 


by Laura Allen 
Are you bold and brave or do you look before you leap? Take this quiz 
to find out! Circle the letter next to the answer that describes you best. 


1. You’ve never had sushi before. So when 


you go out to eat at a Japanese restaurant for 


Mom?’s birthday, you... 


a. try the shrimp since you know what that’s like. 


b. go for the raw octopus sashimi. 
You can’t knock it until you try it, right? 


c. ask the waiter, “Are you sure 
you don’t have any hamburgers?” 


2. You go boating with a friend and her family. 
After everyone else water-skis, they ask if you’d 
like to try. You... 

a. ask a lot of questions first. 

b. dive right in. 


* 
c. change the subject by asking, “When’s lunch?” 


3. Youre at the airport picking up Grandma 
when you spy your favorite rock star on the 
moving walkway. You... 


a. follow her until she disappears 
into a “members only” lounge. 


b. rush up to her and start chatting, 
then ask for her autograph. 


c. try not to stare. 
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4... You've always dreamed about being 
onstage. So when you see a poster for a : + om 
school musical, you decide to... . : 


a. audition for the chorus. If you mess up, 
the others will cover for you. 


b. try out for the lead part. Someone has 
to get it. It might as well be you! 


c. volunteer for the stage crew. Although 
you'd love to be the star, it’s just too scary. 


5. Youmakea pact with a friend to paint your 
faces for the big Bobcats game. You... 


a. paint two small stripes on your cheek. 
You don’t want to look too goofy. 


b. paint a stripe down your nose, “Go Cats” 
on one cheek, and a paw print on the other. 


c. chicken out and avoid your friend at the game. 


6. You're having dinner at your aunt’s house 
with three exchange students from Argentina. 
Everyone is speaking Spanish. You... 


a. smile a lot, but keep quiet and motion 
for the butter when you need it. 


b. say all the Spanish words you 
know and learn new ones, too! 


c. hang out with your uncle in the kitchen, 
where things aren’t so confusing. 


Answers 
Look, Then Leap “< a Bold & Brave “= Safe, Not Sorry 
If you circled mostly @s, you dare with If you circled mostly bs, you don’t If you circled mostly Cs, you go with 
care. You like to ask questions and think twice about doing new and what you know and do what feels 
think about the risks before taking the different things. You figure you won’t comfortable. Just remember: doing 
plunge and having fun. know if you like it until you try it. or learning something new once in 

a while can be fun, too! x 
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Bug Buzz ~ 


Bug Girl is the story of 
Suzanne and her friend 
Charlie, who turns into a 
bug when he looks through 

a magical kaleidoscope! To 
save him, Suzanne turns into 
SuzANT—superpower of all 
bugs. This book was funny— 
I liked it because people 
kept turning into bugs! 


Margarex Paulin 


Age 8, Wisconsin 


Fly Away 

I think that anyone could 
relate to My Louisiana Sky 
because the characters are 
so real. It’s the story of a 12- 
year-old girl, Tiger, who lives 
in a rural Louisiana town. Her 
life is hard. Her classmates 
tease her, and at times she 
feels very lonely. The author 


Take a break from the sun to have some fun with 


gave many details, bringing 
me into the story like | was 
a part of Tiger’s life. By the 
end, | could almost look up 
and see birds flying across 

the Louisiana sky myself! 


Sarah Wootton 


Age 12, Pennsylvania 


_ pamper your pet, how to — - Susana Wallis 
write poetry, and what to do 


Girls’ Pearls 


Girls Know Best is an advice 
book written by lots of girls— 


if your best friend ditches you. 
Each chapter was kept short 
_ and interesting. My favorite 
part included tips on how to 
decorate your room. | can’t 

_ Wait to try some! 


Age aa Oklahoma 


Swiss Miss 2000ldeas ‘ 


Bloomability tells of Dinnie, The Kids Guide to the 

a girl who goes to Switzerland Millennium is a book about ’ sy 
with her aunt and uncle. She the year 2000—which is a 
has many struggles and coming right up! It gives neat 

victories, like learning Italian activities to do to celebrate 

and making new friends. All the new century. It also gives 

through the book, Dinnie tells interesting facts about life 

about her dreams. They were in the first millennium. This 

pretty funny—once she was is a great way to ring in the 

even an anchovy! new year with your friends. 

Una Mere Lindsey Car(i 

Age 10, Indiana Age 10, Arizona a 


A Novel idea 


Start a book club with your 
friends to fill your summer days! 


1 Pick a book to read. Ask 

a librarian or bookstore clerk 
to help you find books that are 
new to you. 


se ee a 


2 Get talking! Start by having 
everyone tell why they liked or 
didn’t like the book. Then try 


W VW < ~% asking questions like these: 
Bow 0 = Which character did you like 


Smart Dog is about a shy running away, and Amy ~Y . most? The least? 
girl, Amy, who feels like she hides him from the scientist. «Could the story really happen? 
is alone. She finds a dog 1 won’t tell you how it ends, . = What surprised you? 

named Sherlock that can but if you like mysteries bs 

talk, and they become fast and dogs, this is the book > < 3 Open your mind. In your 
friends. Sherlock belongs to for you! re club, you'll discover new things 
a ee RebeKah De] Gs tillo : \ about books and your friends! 


experiments on him tomake — age 14, California 
him smarter. Sherlock is c ® 


» 


(iB 


We Need You! 


Do you want to be part of our 
all-girl review panel? Send a 
letter to the address on page 2 
telling us about your interests, 
so we'll know what kind of 


» _ reviews you want to write 
~ (music, toys, games, movies, 
or books). Include your name, 
&, address, phone number, and 


birth date. We won’t be able to 
* use every girl, but we hope you 
enjoy reading the reviews! + 
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| {| The Aggle Gang 


This tropical crossword has an island flavor! 


Across 

3. Flower necklace 

4, Hawaiian dance 

d. Long, yellow fruit 

6. It surrounds an island 

7. Put this to your ear, and you 
may hear the ocean speak 

9. Mountain that blows its top 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


Down 

1. Land surrounded by water 
2. You fly on this to reach 

an island 

A, Our 50th state 

od. Seashore 
7.Setsailona_ 

8. Hot, molten rock 


«€9W YUM Aejd pue yno awd aoueyg,, .g0yM s0ueD,, ,,"20Ue9,, .¢919U} S 


uesIYyoIA ‘OT e8y 
aUM|) BUOI4+, 


NT 


Gloria LO ~— What did one volleyball say to the other? “Hey, did you hear something go 
Age 12, California Age 12, Pennsylvania 
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@ Add tt U @ 


Use a calculator to answer these riddles. 
Add the numbers, then turn your calculator upside down to find the answers. 


1. You take them on a walk. They have 
tongues but they can’t talk. What are they? 
5 + 40 + 3,000 + 50,000 = 


2. What did the girl say when she got 


her glasses? 
ms : owe 11 + 120 + 220 + 3,000 = 
Ashley Antle. Cherul Doo 
Age 11, Indiana Age 12, ‘New York 


My mother was a Dalie.. 
She took dance lessons ev 


cs 1 = 1 


~~ 4a fallaur in her 


All of these things can be found at the 
beach. Use the word pictures to find out , 
what mer 


~ 


“ ~ Lynn’s footprint is 


Lynn’s footprint is t 


Om Vaddadk Girl One: “Do you think it’s 0.K. to eat sand at the beach?” Girl Two: “Why eat sand when you can eat dirt cheap?” Canby Aalne 


me 
ar 
~~ 


A sour-puss. 


Why is a baseball team like a pancake? They both need a good batter. Annle Dren A What do you call a mad pickle? 
Age 11, Michigan 
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T he. Aggie Gang 


: : 
= ‘8. Cc 
Ff ; 3 
s 2 
_ ° 
=| Mirror Mescages AG Code 83 
2 Ry 
= Want to send a secret note to a friend? Make —_ Use the decoder to unscramble the answer é 
5 a mirror message. To find out what it says, to this riddle. = 
& she has to hold the note up to the mirror. « 
| 4 4 
£ ; ; nd 
= 1. Write a short note in black marker. $ 
ss 
i Sas F 
3 o 
7) a 
3 te " a 
s Z. Flip the paper over and trace 2 
@ iv] 
g your message. 8 
: : 
2 8 
& . 
=i Soran 7) 
aa =m & 
Q( 5. Place a clean sheet of paper over the = 
z § backward message and trace it again. 
E S, 
: ob i 
i g 3 
ed 


- diyspueny :epog 
To: SECRET AGENT #2 sei i al 


MEET ME BY THE TIRE aiss¥9 "q ‘uUuAT "9 

SWING AT NOON! ‘aisor ‘g ‘euo "y 
Mi SECRET AGENT #1 

FRe :dn usa des 


asioy Bas "¢ ‘1RI|Op 
pues ‘2 ‘ys|pe}s "T 
isainjeaig eas 


es 


L-[winixlzlal 


(98s |) TSEE *Z ‘(seoys) 
Sv0Es ‘T ‘dn H ppy 


What is a dog’s favorite drink? Dr. Pup-per. Mogh 


uooul-Auung 4194} UO Epalew a8 Kay} Aaye OF sziqqes Op a10yM 


Age 9, Connecticut 


"Le aged uo punoy 
- ES aq ued ‘snonyI|jow . 
:91Zzng ajddeaulg % = ‘psaomzznq oul 


Melissa Caton When is an elephant like a cute little bunny rabbit? When he’s wearing his cute little bunny-rabbit suit. 
Age 12, California 
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Whos'That Gar 


Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she is now. 


Sc a am 
a Cluei 
My dad’s job as an Air Force 


pilot sent him to military bases 
all over the world. Growing up, we moved 
around a lot. I even lived in Italy, where I 
learned to love Italian food! 


Clue 2 


My mother was a ballerina. 


> She took dance lessons every 
Saturday and wanted me to follow in her 
footsteps. When I was five, I gave it a twirl. 
But I lasted only one lesson! 


Clue 3 


As a girl, I was small for my 


#».. age. No one would pick me for 
their soccer teams—unless my older brother, 
Garrett, was playing. He knew I was a super 

scorer, and he called me his “secret weapon.” 


Clue 4 
I thought cats were purrfect 


pets—my family had six when 
I was a girl. As hard as I tried, the only “tricks” 
I could teach them were to sleep and meow! 


: 


= 


Here | am at age eight. 


Clue 5 
In middle school, I tackled 
tough times as the only girl 


on the Janel team. The coach wasn’t sure 
I would be a good player, but my sharp skills 
convinced him—and the rest of the team! 


= 


Take a guess! 


When this American girl grew up, she became: 


co a soccer player 


a chef 
a football coach 


an animal trainer 


Turn the page and find out if you’re right! 
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ros) Mia’¢ veal name i¢ Marie| Margaret Hamm. Her mom nicknamed her Mia after a ballet teacher. 


She's Mia Hamm 


It’s no wonder that 
soccer is a kick for Mia 
Hamm. She plays and 
practices hard, but she 
always makes time for 
fun on the field! 

When Mia began 
playing soccer, she 
often competed against 
her brother and his 
friends. “Garrett made 


Mia gears up for a kick. 


me the player I am today because I had to play 
against older and better players,” she says. 
Soccer also helped Mia make friends. “Every 
time my family moved, I would meet new 
people through sports,” Mia recalls. “Sports 
gave me confidence. I knew I could play well.” 

Because she was so skilled at such a young 
age, Mia made the U.S. Women’s National 
Soccer Team when she was just 15—the 
youngest player ever! She continued playing 
through college. In 1996, Mia and her team 
won an Olympic gold medal. 

Today, Mia is a major force on the U.S. 
Women’s National Soccer Team. To watch her 
in action, check local television listings for the 
Women’s World Cup Soccer Tournament. Mia 
is leading the fight for the championship now 
through July 10. Next summer, Mia may join 
her teammates and go for gold one more time 


AMERICAN GIRL 


at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia. 
No matter how many medals she wins or 

games she plays, Mia never forgets how 

important her teammates 7 

are to her success. She’s  bagpare 

been playing with some 

of them for ten years, and 


‘ ¥ 
\ al 
% 
i] hl 


she considers them her 

. ‘ A LZ i. 
best friends. “We rely Wala twith terahints 
oneach other and stay _ Brandi Chastain 


focused on each other so that we can all 
achieve our goals as a unit,” says Mia. “No 
one is more important than your team!” X 


Photo credits on page 2. 


Mia’s advice to American girls: 

“Not everyone is going to play in the 
Olympics. The important thing in 
sports, the only thing that matters, F fi 

is to enjoy playing. It’s a game. o' 


Have fun!” 


You can write to Mia 
c/o Dave Bober 

Bober Associates, Inc. 
1430 Broadway, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10018. 


HELP. 


Dear American Girl, 

My friend always tries to com- 
pete against me. One time I tried 
out for a part in a play. When 

I went to try out, my friend was 
there trying out for the same 
part. What should I do? 

Nick wanting to compete / 


it’s natural for friends to share 


interests. That’s one of the reason 
you became friends in the first 
place! But if your friend always 
seems to follow in your footsteps, 
gently encourage her to seek out 
her own path. Compliment her on 
her unique talents or interests. 
Also, look for ways you can be a 
team—like singing a duet in a 
talent show. You may still have to 
compete with your friend at times. 
When you do, make sure to wish 
her luck and be a good sport. By 
keeping the competition friendly, 
you'll also be keeping a friend. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I’m hooked on this really cool 
book series about aliens. I try to 
read other books, but they’re not 
as exciting! What should I do? 
Obsessed With Aliens 


Never fear! Little green men 


haven’t taken over your brain. 
You’ve simply found a book) series 
that sparks your imagination. Now 
you need to find other books that 
do the same thing. Try A Wrinkle in 
Time by Madeleine L’Engle, or ask 
a librarian to suggest other science 
fiction books. Don’t worry—in time, 
you’ll find plenty of other stories 
that excite you every bit as much 
as your alien adventures. 

* 
Dear American Girl, 
I gave my friend a gift for her 
birthday. When I gave it to 
her she didn’t even say “Thank 
you.” I feel so rejected! 
Poker Vent 
Your friend was very rude and 
inconsiderate. She may not realize 
it, though. Try to find out by 


saying, “I hope you had a great 
. birthday. Did you like your gift?” 


This should remind her to thank 
you. But if she still acts rudely, 
tell her how you feel. It’s likely 
that your friend was just being 
thoughtless. Her response will let 
you know for sure. 

+ 
Dear American Girl, 
My grandma is in a nursing 
home. Whenever I visit her I feel 
weird because I don’t know the 
other people there. I hate being 
rude and staring at them. 
Uncomfortable 
Being surrounded by strangers 
can make anyone feel weird! But 
the people at your grandma’s 
nursing home don’t have to stay 
strangers. Ask your grandma 
or the nursing home activities 
director to introduce you around. 
Talk to the people you meet about 
themselves and their families. Tell 
about yourself, too. Chances are, 
they'll be thrilled to meet a caring 
girl like you. And on your next 
visit, you won’t have to stare. 
Instead, you can say, “Hi, Mrs. 


Johnson! How have you been?” 
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MORE HELP 


Dear American Girl, 

Iam areally picky eater! My 
mom gets really frustrated 
sometimes because I don’t like 


alot of meals. What should I do? 


Confused 


You can’t help it if you don’t like 
some foods. But you can help 
your mom feel less frustrated. 
Always taste new foods, and keep 
an open mind. If you don’t like it, 


don’t make a face, say “eeuw!” or 


run to brush your teeth. Instead, \\ A\when your monris around. It a 


ask for extra helpings of another 
dish that you like. If you absolutely 
can’t bear to eat anything on the 
table, offer to whip up a sandwich 
for yourself. And remember, your 
taste will change with time, so try 
the food again in a few months. 
You may get a tasty surprise! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My mom doesn’t approve of my 
friend. Just because her parents 
give her more freedom, my 
mom considers her “wild” and 
a “bad influence.” 
Deaing, NAPA 
It sounds as if your mom doesn’t 


agree with the rules at your 
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friend’s house. Try to work out a 


compromise—offer to play with 


your friend only at your house, 


] 


No kid should have to make a 
choice like this! The decision i is just 
too complicated. “Moving may help 

' you niles your deliide= tt make 


_+-you miss your mom more. If there 


et ee 
/ are good reasons for you to live 


] with your dad, he should discuss 
7 thenrwith your mom. They-should 


_ decide what's best together. If they 
oe 


can’t _— they will g0 to court 


__antarfadge will decide. Nom matter 
3 what happens, though, remember s 


— th sie who’ s far away 
might help for her to meet your ae can be ‘close t to yo your heart. \ 


friend’s parents, too. If she sees 
that you respect her rules, your 
mom may change her mind. But if 


she doesn’t,-try_to remember her 


“reasons. Your mom loves you, and 


she wants what’s best for you— 
even if you you don't always agree on 


what that means. 


+ 
Dear American Girl, 
My dad just moved across the 


U.S. with my stepmom and half- 
sister. I really miss them. He 
invited me to live with them, 
and I think I’d like to, but I don’t 
nt to hurt my mom. Help me! 


bon fused tn California 


ee Ss “x 


Advice from You 

“When you hear a girl talking 

_about someone else rudely, 

just say amice thing about 

the person. When | did this, 

my friend stopped. Try it!” 
Dx ies 


Age 12, Tex: 


Need advice? Write: 


Help! 


AmericanGir! 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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The Prairie Is My Garden, by Harvey Dunn, 1925-51 


Imagine you have your very own secret garden. 


I's early July, and the Kansas prairie is hot enough But today you and your sister and mother walk 
(o pop corn. At least that’s what your mother said out onto the prairie together. Your mother knows 
(his morning. You know she was joking, but you a special spot where the wildflowers bloom this 
can’t help wondering if the corn in the field really time of year—your family’s own secret garden. 
will start popping offits stalks! You gather armfuls of flowers, as many as you 
Today is also your birthday, and to celebrate, can carry. When you get home you'll arrange 
your mother gave you and your sister a holiday them in buckets of water all through the house, 
from chores. Most summer days you're out in bright bouquets of blooms. And tomorrow after- 
the fields, weeding your family’s crop of wheat noon, when you come in from the field sweaty 
and corn. The work makes your back ache and and exhausted, you'll breathe in their sweet 
your fingers numb. Still, it has to be doné. prairie smells, and you'll smile. X 
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